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BEYoND THE BUSINESS CABD

CIPVTING VO THE BACKS TOSY BEFORE THE FACE-TO-FACE MIERTING

TITLIL: Chisd monoative cFymi
COMAPANTY! The Allen G

ichard Allen, chief executive officer of San Diegobased
office and industrial development firm The Allen Group,
comes by his entrepreneurial streak naturally.

~ Mlen's parents staried five different businesses in a 21year span, ranging from candy

distribution to paper cup manufacturing. After graduating from Bowling Green State Uni-

versrt'_.l in Ohio in 1871, it was the paper cup business that brought Allen to California in 1985 and

Visalia in 1986,

The paper cup business was sold three years later and the Allen famnily got into real estate. During
the early '90s, they had capital to invest at a time when others did not. They bought empty industrial

buildings in Visalia, fixed them up and sold them.

The Allen Group built up a very large portfolio of office buildings and eventually sold the assets
to Los Angeles-based real estate investment trust Kilroy Realty Corp. Allen tumed his attention to
distribution centers and single-family homes in the Central Valley.

The homebuilding business was sold in 2001 to San Diego’s Corky McMillin Cos., allowing The Al
len Group to focus on building large master-planned industrial parks next to major inter-modal rail

facilities.

While Allen maintains a home in Visalia, he lives most of the time in San Diego County’s Rancho
Santa Fe community with his wife Jane. The two have been married 37 years, but have been together
for more than 40 years since high school in Ohio. Their son Luke works for The Allen Group as the

company's California Development Coordinator.
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How is your business changing s fuel prices and the eco-

nomic showdown impact trucking companies scosssing
major distribution centers?
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What non-real estate experience Is in your background that
you find yourself drowing upon in your real estate work?
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What is one thing people should know about you befare do-
Ing; business with you?
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If you weren't doing this, what would you be doing?
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Where do you like 1o vacation?
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